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Jaffna, May 9th, 1844. 


THE PRESE!IT STATE OF HINDUISM. 


noticed with uncomnpn interest, by the Reports of missionaries in the 
sidency, that have cane to us from time to time, that the same promi-. 
| of the missionary werk have existed there as here, anc that the atten- 
pnaries throughout the Indian field seemed to a considerable extent to 
ously directed to thesame objects, 

rs ago, when in this jeld the attention of the missionaries was a good 
sed with the subject of the lamentable deficiencies of the native Con- 
me appeared, from Caleatta papers,to be a prominent object of atten- 
jonaries there. 

e the most sensible encouragements to missionaries here are, the pro- 
nence of truth in changing the sentiments of the people, and their 
ifference to their own system. From a notice of the last Report of 
uxiliary missionary society in the Friend of India of April 11th, it ap- 
be same are prominent encouragements to missionary efforts in that 
he Editor of the Friend of India, in introducing the following extract 


to special attention, as presenting “‘a very vivid and corrert picinro 
ht state of Hinduism, which can be jeguaded only as a barren orien- 


n depending for its exigtence more on the force of habit than on the 
brinciple.” 

; of aspect in the progressive developements of the missionary work 
s init something quite cheering to our feelings, We regard it as 
the divine approbation of the various systematic means employed by 
névolence for the regeneration of India, The same gracious influen- 
rating in the different channels of preaching, teaching, and distributing 
riptures, to give effect to truth, and to secure those grand results, at 
b efforts are aimed. 

bnary work in India and Ceylon (at Jeast the northern part of it) seems 
d to be steadily and uniformly progressing.--Though in some local- 
> violent outbreaks of heathen opposition, there are in others more 
phs of truth, the influence of whichis widely felt, and is securing a wide- 
pening conviction iy the public mind that the days of Hinduism are 


STAR, 


wn observation,” says Mr. Morton, (the writer of the Report and 
plieve a missionary of 20 years experience in India) ‘‘it is sensibly ap- 
the process of indifference to Hindpism, nay of positive alienation 
ommenced, ‘Truth is working in various ways and in Various ratios 
yut the result is nowise doubtful, not merely, (though that were to as 
he ground of diyine promise, or on that pf the adaptation of the Gos- 
ate and wants of man everywhere, or even on that of the experience 
sal efficiency, but alsoon that of the manifest decay inthe whole struc- 
ndigenous superstition of ages; of the onward advance of the love of 
ind of the fast awakening spirit of enquiry in the native mind. Nor 
Hinduism any one sitgle character, apart from the feeling of self-in- 
se who subsist by jt, and from its connection with social usages and 
Constitution, that should give it mu¢h longer any strong hold on the 
its hereditary professors. As a religion it 1s dying, if not defunct, ip 
of myriads—it is now a mere national usage, a civil distinction, or is 
h aristocratic exclusiveness and the feeling of social honour. Ere long 
ven this support drawn from under it, Meanwhile, our duty plainly 
ute for decaying error and mischievous jnstitutions, the truth and sys- 
en that sanctifies, elevates and saves, so as not te. leave multitudes, once 
litionists, but now without a religion, a prey to all the measureless 
total scepticism and unbelief.” 


wing remarks on the influence of scientific education even when dis- 
direct religious instpugtion, to destroy the faith of the Hindys in their 
d foolish system, ar@ also quoted from the Report. Hinduism being 
aud ridiculotl$ assumptions, Which are contrary w feaspn awd 
Inerable to all trath; whether it beam from science or religion. It 
up its head in the nag day without having its own shame written 
ad. The sun, the. mom, the stars, the earth, and all the other planets 
Dy against it—that it isfalse. Its night of existence (for such a period 
rannot properly he-ca@led a day) is we trust soon to terminate, and 
ng from on high soon ) come, to give light to them that sit in dark- 
the shadow of death, ail to guide their feet into the way of peace. 

ernment Seminaries hye no doubt greatly contributed to loosen the 
the people from the agient superstitions of the land. As the Mathe- 
ral and menta} philos@hy, literature and science, are taught in the 
bs it may be reasonabl supposed that not a few become respectable 
he education which thy receive has the direct tendency of showing 
Hinduism and the profind ignorance of its celebrated sages, so that 


is eventually produced the sentiments of a lar ls. 
dani that the princip:s of true science and ihe records of authentic history, 
falsify the tenets relatingo those subjects which are contained in their seg 

This detection of errorn history and science leads them to suspect the tru Fad 
their own theology, to desise the dogmas of brahmanism and shake off the shac kles 
which held their mind in vondage to a degrading and demoralizing we 2 re 
Thus with slow but sure tep they are led to abandon a religion, whose — 
civil institutes stupify th understanding and harden the heart, whose ant = 
contains personifications>f every vice, and examples more destructive an | 
plague. So far the influnce of such education Is neficial; it disposes the min 
to receive truth instead ¢ error on all subjects of human learning, and brings to 
light the gross absurditie of a system which were fully believed to be eternal v«- 
rities. 

Though now under tle control of their parents and therefore possessing a? 
limited influence, ere long these young men will be placed in circumstances wice- 
ly different,—they will be the fathers and guardians of the next generation, and 
fusing the derived. from, literature and science, into the minds 
of thetr children will egase the t run with an increasing swell a- 
gainst Hinduism and against every kindred superstition.” 


“PEMPLE FESTIVALS. 


This being the seasomof the annual festivals of different heathen temples, when 

the poor deluded nativesare accustomed to scrapetogether al] the money they can 
and expend it in rival exhibitions, of musicians, _——s girls, torches, fireworks and 
other shows, it will be gratifying to every one who wishes to have such vain expen- 
ditures done away with, (o mention that there appears a growing disinclination to 
sustain these ceremonieson the part of many persons. It is said that many who were 
once comparatively wealthy and who then enjoyed a monopoly in these exhibi- 
tions, being now in reduced circumstances, and finding their former inferiors in 
soejety raised in wealthto a superior standing, they can no Jonger enjoy their form- 
er distinctions on such oecasions, and being ashamed to act an inferior part, have 
retired from them with mortified pride. Others, ee unwilling to incur the shame 
and reproach of having neglected the festivals which their families have had the 
honour of sustaining in former years, and being unable to compete in expense an« 
shew on these occasions with some of their inferiors in birth and caste, their jeal- 
ousies are directed to the brahmins, who are said to shew them diminished attentions 
and regard as their wealth and contributions to the temples have declined. Hence 
we hear on every hand of envyings, jealousies and strife, to which this state of things 
has given rise. Mean time the people are opening their eyes to see the folly of 
expending money in this way, which serves no useful purpose and is fruitful of 
evil. Many, we are told, would be glad to relinquish their connection with such 
festivals, but they fear to encounter the reproach and shame which they imagine 
the priests and others would then heap upon them. Some have said, they could 
not break off of a sudden, but as soon as circumstances should favor it, they should 
te ready to withdraw their support. The conviction is extensively felt, that as 
the influence of education and bristionity spreads and deepens in the communi- 
ty, the people will forsake these vain exhibitions, and spend their money for more 
weful purposes. This should operate as an encouragement to the patrons of ed- 
ucational and missionary operations, to redouble their exertions. _It is indeed a 
nost interesting and encouraging fact, that Christianity is believed by a large and 
increasing number to present a valuable remedy for many of the evils which Hin- 
duism has imposed upon them, and they are waiting with some degree of compla- 
sency for the time, when, by a sort of sloughing process, the old skin of heathen- 
ium shall be cast into the wall and they shall appear, with their children, in the 
bright and beautiful dress of Christianity. 


MADRAS. 

Excitement among the Natives at Madras.—The excitement in the native eom- 
nunity at Madras in consequence of the conversion to Christianity of the brahman 
youth mentioned in our last two numbers, has jed to the retirement of between 200 
and 300 ls from the missionary schools. Numerous falsehoods have been put in 
erculation to prejudice the public mind against the missionaries and their work. 
i has been said the children would be kidnapped and earned off; and that the poi- 
son of Christianity had been infused into pecins which were given to the child- 
rn for the purpose of converting them to Christianity, &c. Similar stories were for- 
nerly repeated with regard to the objectand measures of the missionaries in Jaft- 
m, put they did pot long gain credit. . 

The Editor of the Native Herald remarks: “It looks as if a fear from the Lord 
had fallen upon the community, Though no man pursueth they 2re in dread; and, 
like the Midignites at midnight, when the ery went forth in the darkness—‘The 


and they smite and beat down one another.” 


- UALWUTTA. te 
Supposed Suttee.—A Correspondent of the Calcutta Englishman states that in 
passing a village.in Sbahabad (near Calcutta, we believe) his attention 
was attracted to the shrieks of a female, and he was told it was the daughter of a 
Zemindar whose husband had died aad whom they were immolating on the tu- 
neral pile, We have on more than one occasion, says the Friend of India, beeu 
assured that Suttees are still practised in places where there is a chance of con- 
cealment, and that large bribes, combined with the religious predileetiens of the 
native officers keep the matter from the knowledge of the gevernment. Of course 
the above matter will instantly attract the attention of the deputy governor and the 
most searching enquiry will be made.. 3 


Death of Sir William Casement.—Died ef cholera April 3d, at Cossipore, Sir 
William Casement, member of the supreme Council of India, and fer u wards of 
fifty years in service in India. His value to the Couneil was so great that on his 
completing his term of service not long since and being about to return to Eng- 
land, he was detained by Lord Ellenborough on the ground that the Government 
could not well dispense with his services. 


sword of the Lord and of Gideon,’ every man’s band is turned against his fellow, 
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